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Decoder Commander Template 

 

Creating a Template 

Decoder Commander uses a set of smart tags for template formats.  These smart tags 
control new features displayed in Decoder Commander Console.  You can create new 
template files of you own 

 
 
  
 
 
 

Creating a new template is simple, follow these steps 

1. Run the Decoder Programming wizard 

2. Enter a Template name,  and a directory to store it 

3. Enter address “3” to as an address for the template 

4. Select “Create Template” option in the last step of the wizard 

Your new template will be created in the directory that you specified.  You can now 
modify this template, and make changes.  When you are completed with the changes 
in your template, you need to perform two steps. 

1. Load the template file into Internet explorer and verifiy that your XMl data 
format is correct 

2. Run the Template verification tool to verify the template data and to make 
sure the template is compatible with Decoder Commander. 

3.  Start up Decoder Commander and begin to use your new template to program 
your decoders. 

Testing your template is extremely important.  The most minor change, can break 
your template.  Always test any change that you make with the above three steps.  
The final step is to run the template through the Template verification tool.  This tool 
will make sure that your template is valid for use with decoder Commander. 

 

 

 

Template Verification Tool 

TIP:  If you wish to create a new template, always store the template in a directory 
other then the installed directory.   This way your custom templates will not be 
overwritten by a software update. 

TIP:  Detailed information about the decoder configuration variables may be found 
on the http://www.nmra.org web site, and the technical group website at 
http://www.dcc.info.   Please refer to these web site for the latest information about 
the NMRA standard for Digital Command Control (DCC) advance attributes, Control 
Variables (CV’s).  Decoder Commander uses the NMRA standard  when ever 
possible for decoder information and characteristics. 
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The Template Verification Tool is a tool that KAM has released to allow you to create your 
own template file, and use third party templates, and convert them into a format that is 
useable by Decoder Commander.  The Template Verification Tool properly configures the 
XML syntax, and adds the missing syntax information that is required to use the various 
“Decoder Tools” in Decoder Commander.. 

Using the verification Tool 

 
TBD 
 
 

Template Format 

Template Elements 

 

Figure 29: Template List parameter on Decoder Commanders XML Template file 

 
 

Template Capabilities (templateList) 

The <templatelist> describes the primary features of the decoder template file.  These 
features are described in the table below 

 
DECODER_TEMPLATE 
LANGUAGE 

This is the language of the template.  All text 
descriptions will conform to the template language. 
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